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A Thomson Learning Digital Research Collection

With over 200,000 pages of primary source documents that
chronicle the politics, wars, administration and diplomacy
surrounding the Palestine Mandate and the Arab-Israeli conflict, this
collection is an essential research tool for Middle East scholars. The
fully searchable archive has been sourced from the British Foreign
Office, Prime Minister’s Office and the War Office amongst others.
These critically important government documents from the British
government files, now housed at the British National Archives, are
available online in this fully searchable, image-based product.

Arab-Israeli Relations, 1917-1970 benefits from the input of a
distinguished editorial team, headed by Dr. Eugene Rogan, director,
the Middle East Centre at St. Anthony’s College, Oxford. The board
has selected documents that provide vital coverage of the milestone
events in this region’s history.

War in Palestine

Arab-Israeli Relations, 1917-1970 is an outstanding resource for
scholars researching the War in Palestine. This 1947-49 conflict, the
most significant event in 20th-century Arab politics, set the stage for
the next several decades of Middle East tension. Selected documents
trace the civil war that erupted between Jewish and Palestinian
urban centres following the Partition, the termination of the British
Mandate, the proclamation of the State of Israel, the course of the
war in 1948, the armistice of 1949 and the regional consequences
of the war.

Bl ot Thomson Learning Digital Research Collections

sRAELI RELATIONS, 1917-1970

Thomson's new series Fhe Middie East Online delivers a major everview of the pelitical
history of the Middle East in the 20th Contury, based on primary seurcs documents from
The Hational Archives, London.

Series One - Arsbisrsel Relations 19177970 - offers the wades! range of oniginal source

rradesial from the Foreign Ofce, Colonial Ofice, War Office and Cabinel Papers from the 1917

Balour Declarstion through 1o the Blsck September war of 1570-1. Here major policy

statements are s¢1 0wt in their fullest context, the minor documents and marginaka revealing the

waorkings of colonial administration and, following the creation of the State of Israel in 1943,

British diplomacy towards srael and the Arab states. Viamen st (1
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FEATURES:

® General editor: Dr Eugene
Rogan, Middle East Centre,
St Anthony’s College, Oxford

= 200,000 pages of text

= Thorough coverage of key events
of the period though primary
source documents

= Full-text word-searching
functionality

= Unprecedented access to original
British government files

= Correspondence, diplomatic,
consular and cabinet papers

= Conference reports, treaties,
declarations and arms
deal reports

= Search tips mark lists

= Search history

SOURCES:

Documents originate from:

= British Foreign Office

= Prime Minister’s Office

= Maps and Plans Department
= Cabinet Papers

= War Office

= Dominions Office

= Colonial Office

= Foreign Office and
Commonwealth Office

TYPES OF MATERIAL:

= Maps

= Dispatches

# Memoranda

= Acts

= Sessional papers
= Protocols

= Reports

= Press cuttings
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CONTENTS INCLUDE:

Typescript reports, minutes and correspondence by,
to and from British government departments, embassies
and consulates

Government documents set out major policy statements
in their full contemporary context, with minor
documents and marginalia revealing the workings of
colonial administration and following the creation of
the State of Israel in 1948, British diplomacy towards
Israel and the Arab states

The Balfour Declaration in 1917 and files from the
British Occupation of Jerusalem

The workings of the British Mandate in Palestine,
1922-48, from the ratification of the Mandate by the
League of Nations in 1922, all the Palestine Sessional
Papers 1924-48 to the partition plans dating from
1937-38

Documents on the latter years of the Mandate
(1937-48): the Zionist Revisionists, the Stern Group,
Irgun Zvai Leumi, the Arab Higher Committee and
the Arab Union

Records of the Anglo-American Committee of Enquiry
and Report of 1946 and the U.N. resolution to partition
Palestine in November 1947

The Palestine War, 1947-49 - the most significant

event in Arab politics in the 20th century - documents
selected trace the civil war that erupted between Jewish
and Palestinian urban centres following the Partition,
the termination of the British Mandate,

the proclamation of the State of Israel 1948 and the
course of the war in 1948, the armistice of 1949 and
the regional consequences of the war

Key files from the Arab-Israeli conflict through the
1950s, including the “Border Wars”, as thousands of
displaced Arab families crossed back over the borders
of the new state to recover property, tend farms and
vent their fury against the occupiers of their land.

Files also document the regional instability following
the fall of Palestine marked by assassinations of
neighboring Arab leaders

The Cold War in the Middle East as the old colonial
axis of power shifted towards the new superpowers

- US and USSR - with the U.S. backing Israel and

the USSR backing Syria and Egypt

The June War of 1967 when Israel shattered the armies
of Syria and Jordan, then swept into the Gaza Strip,
Sinai, Jerusalem, the West Bank and the Golan Heights.
The foundation of the PLO and Britain’s reactions to

TOPICS COVERED:

Topics included in the collection are:

The Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the
politics behind it

Origins of British rule in Palestine

The Palestine campaign of 1914-1918
Britain’s military occupation of Jerusalem
from 1917

The League of Nations mandate for Palestine
in 1922

Palestine sessional papers of 1924-1948

The background to the establishment of the
State of Israel

Britain’s early relations with Israel

The assassinations of 1951

The Suez crisis

The effect of the Cold War in the Middle East
The Six-Day War of 1967

The PLO resistance movement

SEARCH FUNCTIONALITY:

Basic Search
Advanced search by:

Description

Document number and type
Language

Titles and headings

Browse indexes
Search-term highlighting
Fuzzy Search

Limit by date

THEMATIC ESSAYS:

Essays by leading scholars:

‘Introduction’ - Dr. Eugene L. Rogan,

Middle East Centre, St Anthony’s College,
University of Oxford

‘Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict:
1948-1970° - Dr. Charles D. Smith,

University of Arizona

‘The PLO and the Palestinian armed struggle’ -
Professor Yezid Sayigh, Department of

War Studies, King’s College London.

This digital archive is an essential research tool for academic researchers in Middle East Studies, Conflict
Studies, International Politics, Intelligence, Politics, Government Studies and Colonial History.

FREE TRIAL - For more information or to request a free trial for this unique collection please contact our
Primary Source Microfilm and Special Sales Representative, Katri Russick, at katri.russick@thomson.com
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