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The Middle East Online series delivers a central resource of primary
source materials covering the political history of the Middle East in
the 20th Century. Based on British Government and other files in
the UK National Archives, the series makes a major contribution

to research and teaching of Middle East Studies, the workings of
diplomacy, of conflict resolution and peace-keeping.

Iraq 1914-1974: The Middle East Online, Series 2 is an essential
contemporary resource for the understanding of modern Iraq.

This online, fully searchable collection of British Government files
contains a broad range of original source material from the Foreign
Office, Colonial Office, War Office and Cabinet Papers. The material
has been selected to cover the history and politics of Iraq from the
beginning of the First World War and the Anglo-Indian landing in
Basra, to the rise of Saddam Hussein in 1974. Iraq 1914-1974:
The Middle East Online, Series 2 documents the politics,
administration, wars and diplomacy in twentieth-century Iraq

in over 133,000 pages and around 400 British government files

on Iraqi affairs.

The files reproduced have been selected to present key episodes

and developments in the political history of Iraq and its relationship
with Great Britain. One of the principle tasks of the editorial role
has been to select subject files, which together

FEATURES:

= Introduction to the material and
period by the General Editor,
Dr Charles Tripp, as well as
several essays from other leading
scholars in the field

= Timeline of key events
= Photographs of key figures

= Clips of contemporary
documentary films:

Revolt in Iraq,
14 February 1963, Pathe Films

Iraq bombshell,
17 July 1958, Pathe Films

Iraq: Interview with
Kurdish leader and with
new President of Iraq,

22 February 1963, Reuters

Essays cover the major aspects

of Iraqi history in the twentieth
century and contain links directly
to the documents mentioned,
offering a means of easy access
for students unfamiliar with the
original materials

form a comprehensive and multi-faceted picture
of Iraq’s political history. The major policy
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statements are set out in their fullest context with
the minor documents and marginalia revealing
the workings of the Mandate administration,
diplomacy, treaties, oil and arms dealing.

The files themselves are reproduced in their
entirety, including all the comments, annotations
and revisions made by British officials, giving the
researcher the opportunity to assess how British
policy was made and often revised to deal with
changing circumstances.
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THEMATIC ESSAYS:
» ‘Introduction’ - Dr Charles Tripp, School of Oriental &

TOPICS COVERED:
The Siege of Kut-al-Amara

African Studies, University of London, UK

‘The British Mandate in Iraq, 1920-33” -
Dr Toby Dodge, Queen Mary’s College,
University of London, UK

‘Traqi Society, 1914-74’ - Professor Tareq Ismael,
University of Calgary, Canada

‘Communism in Iraq in the twentieth century’ -
Professor Peter Sluglett, Middle East Center,
University of Utah, USA

‘The Kurdish Question in Iraq’ - Dr Gareth Stansfield,
University of Exeter, UK

‘Islam and the Left in modern Iraq’ -
Emeritus Professor Sami Zubaida, Birkbeck College,
University of London, UK

Iraq: Ninak (bi-plane) in flight, 1924

Iraq, Baghdad 1924

The War in Mesopotamia and the capture
of Baghdad in 1917

Introduction of the British Mandate and

the installation of Prince Faisal in 1921

The British administration in Baghdad
Gertrude Bell, advisor to the British
administration in both reports and memos
The Arab Uprising of 1920

Independence and Iraq’s membership of

the League of Nations in 1932

Coups d’état in the 1930s and 1940s

The Baghdad Pact of 1955 and the military
coup of 1958 leading to the establishment of
a republic

The Cold War and Soviet intervention in Iraq
Kurdish unrest and the war in Kurdistan

Oil concessions and oil exploration

The Rise of Ba’athism and Saddam Hussein

The USSR-Iraq Treaty of Friendship in 1972
and Iran-Iraq relations

This digital archive is an essential research tool
for academic researchers in Middle East Studies,
Conlflict Studies, International Politics, Intelligence,
History of Iraq, History of Islam and the State,
Economic History (the Oil Industry), Politics,
Government Studies, History of World Communism
and Colonial History.

Kirkuk, Iraq, 1924 (aerial view)
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